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A Mind’s Journey into the Land of the Rising
Sun

December 23, 2020
By Lubaba Naif Obeid Al Salami
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A Mind’s Journey into the Land of the Rising Sun

Like an archipelago in the far east, my thoughts were scattered. Flashes raced
through my mind of a digital land like an unmanageable matrix of microchips.

Conversations and monologues played in my head. Is this my destination? |
wandered between thoughts, navigating my doubts and concerns and
extending myself new challenges.

The wheels were already spinning, papers were being signed and forms
printed and certified.

A Trembling Voice in My Head: “Will | Survive This Trip?”

| had this image, this firmly rooted perception in my mind of that strange
country Japan. It is a world unlike any other, one where technology, science
and robots reigned supreme, so much so that | thought its people moved in
binary code.

But me, I’'m old-fashioned. The height of my contact with technology is my
laptop and tablet.

The Resolve

| set my mind to December, an unforgiving winter for those who come from
a land of perpetual summer in the Middle East.

The Airport Back Home

| looked around and everything was electronic; it was all programmed. There
was no need to utter any words other than a simple yes or no, and perhaps
the occasional nod.

After a deep breath, | told myself “you can see technology taking over from
Muscat, so it should be fine.” (a relief)




On the Plane

Seven hours have passed as we flew in the air. In long silence, beside me sat
a stranger.

“Headed to Japan, are you?” he later asked. Immediately, he added “your
once in a lifetime experience is about to begin.”

He was a fellow Arab, an Algerian residing in Japan. He was generous enough
to give me some priceless tips.

A brief conversation ensued and he said, “you will fall in love with Japan.”
(another relief)

Through Narita Airport, My Gateway to Japan

As | set foot off the plane, a fear took over me and | could barely walk through
Narita airport in Chiba. | feared that | would be welcomed by nobody but a
robot, a machine that does not speak, does not comprehend nor feel. |
struggled to make my way walking with the masses, as | dragged my little
daughter alongside me.

(I dreaded being lost)

| saw no signs written in English. Were there really none or did fear cast a veil
over my eyes? | followed the legions of people marching through the airport.

Suddenly, an elderly gentleman, much sturdier and fitter than | am, smiled
at me and pointed to some documents to check if | had any.

A rapid process followed to issue residency permits. Then, | was directed
towards baggage claim as my mind raced and my heartbeat quickened.
Seeing that | had a child with me, | was offered assistance with my bags. (Yet
another relief)




The Unparalleled World of Japan

| kept thinking | would never adapt, not in a freezing temperature and a cold
| had never felt before.

| was greeted by my husband whom | have not seen in quite some time. He
was like the sea that could wash away all my burdens. | closed my eyes, and
| remember nothing but flashes of moving for the bus to the train and
standing in a queue waiting for a taxi. (order and discipline)

Yokohama

The city welcomed me with its warm Christmas lights and cold weather. It
was a quiet place as if the winter drove everyone to hibernation. Sleep soon
overcame me after | watched the raindrops capturing the light on their way
to the ground like stars falling from heaven on the dazzling city.

Let me tell you more.

You will find excitement and wonder at every corner, from the harbor and
alleys to the suburbs. | remember the unique and vibrant Chukagai,
Yokohama’s Chinatown, with is exquisite food and its distinct atmosphere
booming like a constant festival.

When | fondly think of Yokohama, | could never forget the waterfront
Minatomirai, the port, the historic trade center, the museums, malls, and
unique architecture that overflows with modern art and beautiful scenery.

| genuinely enjoyed that city with its clearly mapped, timely and accessible
train network. Travelling around the city from one corner to the other, every
train ride was an adventure in its own right. | would often try to read the
passengers, understand their behaviors, familiarize myself with the local
culture and manners. | watched the faces around me hoping that | might
understand the communal signs and language.

During my stay, | experienced earthquakes that shook me to the core and
gave me an unforgettable freight that | had never known before. | was
fascinated with the capturing architecture and the robust infrastructure that




gave me confidence in my surroundings. | realized that | had no reason for
concern.

The Japanese people managed to tame their environment to their service,
and they aim to perfect their every task. (worth contemplating!)

The Japanese in My Eyes

They eat the fruit of their land, and they hold sacred what they build with
their own hands.

They do not eat in public transportation, and they do not speak loudly.
They are organized, neat and constantly smiling.

They seek perfection in all their duties.

They prioritize the elderly, the sick and the child.

They dress conservatively and hold their bodies sacred; and they are
always elegant as if every day is a formal occasion.

They choose their words carefully and only speak after consideration.
They are conservatives and traditionalists, but they keep pace with
modern times.

They are thankful for the precious gifts of nature, the nature that they
dearly protect.

They consider mastery to be the objective of work, and dedication is key.

The Heavenly Spring of Japan

| am certain that this is where fairy tales are conceived, and it is truly the
most beautiful sight to behold. It is a unique and magical place with an
enchanting nature. The streets are filled with the fragrance of spring, as if
you walked into a royal perfumery decorated with the captivating bright
colors of Sakura, the cherry blossom.




Truth Be Told

It was no computer matrix, nor have | met a robot or interacted with
unimaginable technology. However, in that realm, | found the perfect
balance between authenticity, culture, and true humanity.

The Japanese people are great disciplined minds functioning in a revolving
system of remarkable precision. By cherishing time and recognizing the
sanctity of work, they have devoted themselves and their skills to building
technologies that would serve their lives and carry them through the coming
ages.

Rightly called the Land of the Rising Sun, Japan is home to a nation that
believed in itself and skillfully crafted its way to the top.

One day, | will return to Nihon to watch yet another sunrise.
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(Translated by the Embassy of Japan in the Sultanate of Oman)

Oman-Japan Relations

By: Mariya Al Hooti

We as Omanis are blessed by Allah with numerous favors, mainly our
country; the Sultanate of Oman. It is a blessing from Allah and it has always
gave us joy, love, freedom, security, happiness and wealthy living. This is all
what a citizen wants to live comfortably in his home. No matter how much I
write, I can never express how much I love Oman. In this article, I will write
about Oman and Japan and present it to the Embassy of Japan to share my
interest and passion about Japan. This is my first participation and it certainly
will not be the last.

There is a big percentage of Omani youth who long for visiting Japan,
including myself. I first came to know about Japan from watching anime. I
liked how they expressed their traditions and history through small details.
Another reason is my older sister, who is a member of the Japan Fan Club
under the Embassy of Japan. She is very interested in Japan and she

encouraged me to search about Japan, its language, history and life style, and
so | did.

I aspire to obtain a scholarship in Japan to complete my higher education. I am
certain that [ will not feel any fear there because Oman and Japan have many
similar traditions and values, even though the people are different. Some of
the shared values include special attention to science, respect for the elderly
and cleanness. Both countries do not have any garbage on the beaches, streets,
in cities or in residential areas. We learn from an early age not to litter and to
clean the areas around us.

Japanese people are also proud of their history, just as we Omanis are proud of
ours.

When I read about Oman and Japan, I came to know that they both enjoy
strong relations, for example, Japan buys natural resources from Oman
including crude oil and natural gas. Japan also imports some vegetables from



Oman like green beans, in addition to fisheries and fish products. On the other
hand, there are many Japanese products sold in Oman, such as electronics,
foodstuft, anime products, cosmetics and cars. Hence, both countries support
the lives of each other’s citizens, and it is not an exaggeration to say that both
countries support the living’s necessities of each other.

As an Omani citizen, [ am certain that Oman attracts Japanese tourists with its
history, nature and the generosity of its people. However, only a few number
of Japanese are aware of the beauty of Oman. As an Omani, when I go to
Japan I want to increase awareness of Oman as a tourist destination and
enhance the tourism relation between the two nations. I am aware that Oman
aims at attracting more tourists and I believe it is important to convey a
beautiful image of Oman to the Japanese tourists to attract them and increase
the tourism cooperation between the two countries.

Regardless of everything, when you drink from the water of your homeland
and then leave, you will hope to taste this water again. I wish good luck to all
participants.



